Dear Reader,
The European elections 2019 brought many changes in Brussels, but we are happy to see
that several of our long-term endorsing Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) have
been re-elected. The new European Parliament with newly elected MEPs will, however, offer
brand new opportunities for collaboration to ensure that the societal impact of pain will be
further addressed at European and national level. We are looking forward to working with you
and we wish you all the best for this new legislative term!
To ensure that the societal impact of pain will continue to stay high on the European and
national political agenda, SIP is organising the Societal Impact of Pain Symposium 2019
on November 7. The Symposium will be the opportunity to showcase and learn from
international and national initiatives related to the key priorities of the SIP Joint Statement.
Check out the SIP 2019 program and register soon to ensure your seat at this landmark
event for the pain community. The SIP Symposium will also see the ceremony to award the
four winners of the Active Citizenship Network Prize on Good Practices in Chronic Pain. who
have just been selected by a Jury at the end of June.
During the coming weeks we will focus our communication activities on the second of the four
key topics of our SIP Joint Statement Recommendations: “Pain Research”. We appreciate
that the European Commission has announced a €13.2 billion budget for the last year of its
flagship research and innovation programme, Horizon Europe, which is 6.4 percent higher
than 2019. The political agreement still needs to be approved by the European Parliament
and the Council by the end of the year. In the meantime, the European Commission started
preparing Horizon Europe’s implementation to have the ﬁrst draft work programmes
published in time for the programme’s launch on 1 January 2021. In particular, it opened a
consultation to define and clarify further the R&D missions, partnerships and strategic
orientations for the support in research and innovation and to which SIP will reply. The results
of the consultation will shape the Horizon Europe Strategic Plan, to guide the work
programmes and calls for proposals for Horizon Europe for the first four years (2021-2024).
One great example of an EU funded innovation project in the area of pain is the IMI-PainCare

project which started just one year ago. Significant milestones have been reached since then
in close collaboration with three patient organisations.
Another landmark appointment is waiting for us. In a few weeks the bi-annual EFIC Congress
2019 will take place from 4-7 September in Valencia, Spain. The representatives of the eight
SIP national platforms will come together for the first time to share experiences and to launch
the SIP National Toolkit to support the start of further platforms in Europe. Societal Impact of
Pain will be addressed in several sessions of the scientific program and at the stands of the
SIP partners. Join us in Valencia at this exciting event!
STOP STIGMA! This is the theme of the 2nd edition of the Brain Mind and Pain PatientCentered Innovation Grant. Application is now open until end of December 2019.
To know more about international and national SIP related conferences and events that will
take place in 2019 (e.g., the EFIC congress in September 2019 in Valencia), please consult
the SIP calendar.
I wish you a relaxing summer holiday and I look forward to welcome you at EFIC 2019 in
Valencia!

Prof. Dr. Bart Morlion
Director of the Multidisciplinary Pain Centre of the University of Leuven, Belgium
President of the European Pain Federation (EFIC)

Implementation of SIP Joint Statement - Pain
Research is one of the key areas
The IMI Pain-Care project is a great example how
the EU funds innovation in the area of pain. Read
about the significant achievements of the project
team.

Register now for Societal Impact of Pain 2019
Symposium!
Many national and international stakeholders in the
area of pain will discuss with the newly elected
politicians how to implement the policy
recommendations of the SIP Joint Statement.

How to build SIP national platforms?
About 20 national representatives from Pain
Alliance Europe (PAE) came together at the
General Assembly in June to discuss and share
good practices how to build successful and
sustainable SIP national platforms.

Societal Impact of Pain at EFIC Congress 2019
The network of SIP national representatives will
come together for the first time to exchange and
celebrate its significant achievements and to
support other countries to follow their examples.

The winners of the 2nd edition of ACN Good
Practices on Chronic Pain are nominated
In June, the Jury came together to select the winners
of the four categories (Clinical practices, Professional
education, Patients’ empowerment and Innovation)
of this Prize. 40 projects have been submitted and
the winners will be awarded at the SIP 2019
Symposium on November 6.

Stop Stigma! Submit your project for the BMP
Patient-Centered Innovation Grant
Application for the 2nd edition of the Brain Mind
and Pain (BMP) patient-centered innovation grant
is now open until end of December.

Follow us on

SOCIAL MEDIA

Feel free to forward this newsletter to whomever it might be relevant for. In case you have been forwarded
this newsletter and would like to subscribe please register here.

QUESTIONS? NEED SUPPORT?
WISH TO ENDORSE OR TO PUBLISH ON SIP PLATFORM?
In case you should have any question regarding the newsletter’s contents, please contact Sam Kynman,
Executive Director European Pain Federation EFIC sam.kynman@efic.org.
In case you would like to endorse the SIP Platform or to publish news on the SIP Website, please contact
Norbert van Rooij (Grünenthal GmbH, Head of Governmental Affairs & Patient Centricity): sipplatform@grunenthal.com
In case you should have any technical questions or need assistance, please contact Dr. Gudula Petersen
(Website Editor): sip-platform@grunenthal.com
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