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Societal Impact of Pain (SIP):

the classification of chronic pain
as a condition and what it means
for policies and health systems
When AND WHERE
Friday 8th September (10:30-12:00), EFIC Congress in Copenhagen (Hall C)

What will be discussed?
•
•
•
•
•

What is the Societal Impact of Pain platform?
Chronic pain as a condition or symptom – the IASP position
What the classification of chronic pain could mean for pain care policy in Europe?
What the classification of chronic pain could mean for patients?
The International Classification of Diseases process – ICD 11 and chronic pain

Who should participate?
The session is relevant for anyone involved in pain policy e.g. health care professionals,
politicians, representatives of pain advocacy groups, health insurance companies, health
authorities, regulators and budget holders.

Background
To continue to set the agenda for better pain policy, the session “Societal Impact of Pain”
will build on the outcomes of this year’s SIP symposium held on Malta. It offers an
opportunity to learn about the findings and discuss future policy initiatives.

About the SIP platform
The “Societal Impact of Pain” (SIP) is an international platform created in 2009 as a joint
initiative of European Pain Federation EFIC® and the pharmaceutical company Grünenthal
GmbH and aims to:
• raise awareness of the relevance of the impact that pain has on our societies, health and
economic systems
• exchange information and share best-practices across all member states of the European
Union
• develop and foster European-wide policy strategies & activities for an improved pain care
in Europe (Pain Policy).
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More information at: www.sip-platform.eu

The scientific framework of the “Societal Impact of Pain” (SIP) platform is under the
responsibility of the European Pain Federation, EFIC®. Cooperation partners for SIP 2017 are
Pain Alliance Europe (PAE) and Active Citizenship Network (ACN). The SIP 2017 symposium
was co-hosted by the Malta Health Network and the No Pain Foundation. The pharmaceutical
company Grünenthal GmbH is responsible for funding and non-financial support (e.g. logistical
support). In the past the scientific aims of the SIP symposia have been endorsed by over 300
international and national pain advocacy groups, scientific organisations and authorities.

