SIP’s pledge to uphold and implement the European Pillar of Social Rights
SIP would like to thank the European Commission for the opportunity to offer our pledges to
aid the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights.
SIP Background:
The 'Societal Impact of Pain' (SIP) platform is a multi-stakeholder partnership led by the
European Pain Federation (EFIC) and Pain Alliance Europe (PAE)*. SIP aims to raise awareness
of pain and to change pain policies. The scientific framework of the SIP platform is under the
responsibility of EFIC, and the strategic direction of the project is defined by both partners.
In Europe 1 there are approximately 740 million people 2 , most of whom experience an
episode of severe pain at some point in their life. For approximately 20 percent, that pain is
chronic pain. In other words, 150 million people are experiencing pain across Europe,
approximately equal to the population of France and Germany combined.
In 2018, SIP published its Joint Statement3 which includes recommendations for policy action
highlighting opportunities for action and collaboration by the European Commission, Member
States, and civil society to reduce the societal impact of pain. These recommendations are
based on the findings of the SIP Framing Paper3. These recommendations form the overarching and guiding principles for SIP, and are divided into four categories: health indicators,
research, employment, and education.
It is our view that the recommendations of this Framing Paper are directly relevant to the
European Pillar of Social Rights. The SIP partners pledge to help uphold and implement the
Pillar via its activities in these fields. We hope that these recommendations are also seen by
policy makers as useful to the implementation of the Pillar via their own policy actions.
Mapping the European Pillar of Social Rights’ 20 Principles to SIP’s four priority areas:
SIP calls on EU institutions and national governments to pay special attention to
implementing the following seven of the Social Pillar’s 20 principles that link directly to SIP’s
four priorities.
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SIP partners call upon the EU institutions and national governments to pursue the following
to implement the European Pillar of Social Rights
Pain as an indicator (principles 16-18): Develop instruments to assess the societal impact of
pain (pain as a quality indicator).

•

•

Scientists, healthcare professionals, and patients in the pain field have identified various
measurements and quality indicators which can help us better understand the societal
impact of pain, including patient reported outcome measurements (PROMs). These tools
should eventually become a standard part of health care systems organisation, and could
help us better implement patient mobility and the digitalisation of healthcare systems
through electronic health records (EHRs).
The most crucial recent development on pain as an indicator relates to the classification
of diseases under the World Health Organisation (WHO) 11th revision of the International
Classification of Diseases (ICD-11). The new codification relating to pain, and especially
chronic pain states, should be implemented throughout healthcare systems to improve
analysis of performance, and provide the research community with data to facilitate
further clinical research. It is only through a clear understanding of chronic pain and its
management that the reintegration of people with disabling chronic pain conditions into
the workplace can be achieved.

Pain education (principles 1, 3 & 5): Prioritise pain education for health care professionals,
patients, policymakers, and the general public.

•

•

•

The pain science community as well as patients’ organisations play an important role in
educating professionals, patients, and the general public. The European Pain Federation
EFIC in particular is working to provide the gold standard in pain education for healthcare
professionals, as well as providing clinical guidance for use by clinicians and health systems
managers, and supporting a patient-led approach.
National governments and the EU institutions should foster the uptake of best practices
in education through their support for these initiatives, through their dissemination, and
through guidance provided by national healthcare regulations and through medical
schools.
Healthcare provision in the field of pain requires further standardisation of competences,
i.e. through the further development of common training frameworks and increased
healthcare professional mobility.

Pain in employment (principles 3, 5, 10 & 17): Initiate policies addressing the impact of pain
on employment and include pain in relevant existing initiatives.

•

The pain science community and patients’ organisations have, over the years, attempted
to better define the impact of unmanaged pain on employment and economies. This has
been a long-term focus of SIP, with numerous studies being highlighted4,5,6,7.

•

The works of the EU institutions in providing recommendations to Members States
through the European Semester process, as well as through specific recommendations on
health and safety at work should take into account best practices on chronic pain
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management in order to decrease the financial impact of unmanaged pain, and better
reintegrate chronic pain patients into the work place.
Pain research (principle 16): Increase investment in research on the societal impact of pain.

•

•
•

The pain science community, patients’ organisations, universities, research institutes and
industry have contributed to the advancement of knowledge on the societal impact of
pain, including through schemes such as Horizon 2020 and the Innovative Medicines
Initiative (IMI2).
The SIP partners have proposed priorities for the future of EU-funded research through
Horizon Europe, and continue to develop strategic plans for the future of pain research.
Patient groups and healthcare professionals foster the dissemination of research
outcomes to their community and support a patient-led approach to research.

For more details on SIP’s commitment to implementing the European Pillar of Social Rights,
please see our Joint Statement.
SIP remains committed to implement principles of the European Pillar of Social Rights, and we
look forward to engaging with the European Commission, Member States, and partner
stakeholders in the development and implementation of the future Action Plan.

For any SIP related enquiries please contact:

Jamie Wilkinson
Project Manager – Societal Impact of Pain (SIP)
European Pain Federation EFIC
Transparency Register no. 3510244568-04
https://www.sip-platform.eu/en
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