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10 Years Societal Impact of Pain –
Happy Birthday!
In October 2009, SIP started with a small group of people interested in the topic of “Societal Impact of Pain”.
The name “SIP” was chosen more or less accidently based on the drawing made at the flipcharts in this
meeting. Now 10 years later, the platform has grown into a big SIP community with more than 300 endorsing
organisations. SIP is widely seen as a benchmark for integrated multi-stakeholder collaboration towards
concrete actions and achievements.

Norbert van Rooij from Grünenthal who is one of the
attendees of the first SIP Steering Committee meeting and
co-founder of SIP says “I am proud to see that in 2019, SIP
is a well-recognized initiative on EU and national level with
increasing interest from policy makers to join this platform
and to tackle the societal impact of pain”.

The history of our partnership
In 2009, SIP was founded as a mutual
initiative of European Pain Federation EFIC
and Grünenthal.

The SIP community is permanently
increasing
Starting with a small group of stakeholders in 2009 we
have reached a number of 180 organisations in 2013 who
supported the scientific aims of the SIP events and projects.
And now in 2019 we have gained 308 endorsers from more
than 35 countries all over the world.
Endorsers
The Framing Paper and Joint Statement were drafted by the
Societal Impact of Pain (SIP) group, in partnership with various
stakeholders and as part of the 2018 Thematic Network Program on
the EU Health Policy Platform of the European Commission.

The SIP aims are supported by many organisation and
representing various groups:
• medical or scientific organisations (104)

In 2011, Pain Alliance Europe (PAE) joined the
SIP platform to represent the patients in this
initiative. This has been a huge step to address
the real needs of patients. We experience that
politicians listen more to patient advocates
than to any other stakeholder group.

• patient organisations (83)

Finally, in 2014 Active Citizenship Network
(ACN) completed this partnership to represent
the interests of the European citizens.

• non-governmental organisations (6)

• multi-stakeholder organisations (27)
• research organisations (19)
• governmental organisations (7)
• private organisations (7)
• other organisations (55)

Members of European Parliament:
Alfred Sant, Heinz K. Becker, Jeroen Lenaers,
José Inácio Faria, Marek Plura, Marian Harkin,
Merja Kyllönen, Roberta Metsola, Sabine
Verheyen, Sirpa Pietikäinen, Sofia Ribeiro
The scientific framework of the “Societal Impact of Pain” (SIP) platform is under the responsibility of the European Pain Federation, EFIC®.
Cooperation partners are Pain Alliance Europe (PAE) and Active Citizenship Network (ACN). The pharmaceutical company Grünenthal GmbH is
responsible for funding and non-financial support (e.g. logistical support). In the past the scientific aims of the SIP symposia have been endorsed
by over 300 international and national pain advocacy groups, scientific organisations and authorities.
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Many international SIP Events
brought pain experts and politicians
closely together
Since its beginning in 2009, SIP has hosted 7 international
symposiums and has actively participated in many other
international and partner events. More than 1500
participants representing various European and national
organisations attended the inspiring SIP events, including
members of the international institutions, policy makers,
healthcare professionals, patient advocates, pharma
representatives and journalists.

2011

2012

• SIP Steering Committee in October 2009 in Brussels
• First Societal Impact of Pain (SIP) Symposium in May 2010
in Brussels
• Second European SIP Symposium in May 2011 in the
European Parliament in Brussels

2013

• Third international Symposium on the “Societal Impact
of Pain” May 2012 in Copenhagen
• Societal Impact of Pain Focus Groups in May 2013 in
Brussels
• Fourth SIP Symposium with Interactive Panel Discussions
in November 2014 in Brussels
• Fifth Symposium “Societal Impact of Pain: Time for
action” in May 2016 in Brussels
• Sixth Societal Impact of Pain Symposium: “Structured
cooperation between Health care systems tackling the
Societal Impact of Pain!” in June 2017 in Malta

2

2014

2009

2016

2010

2017

The scientific framework of the SIP platform is under the responsibility of the European Pain Federation EFIC®. Co-operation partners for SIP are Pain Alliance Europe and
Active Citizenship Network. The pharmaceutical company Grünenthal GmbH is responsible for funding and non-financial support.

SIPNEWS

March 2019

SIP
Societal Impact of Pain

What have been the topics of SIP
meetings and projects since 2009?
In 2009, SIP started with the main goal to tackle the burden
of chronic pain in society. In 2010, the first SIP symposium
had 6 working groups:

Significant achievements of SIP
Through the hard work with our partners and many
institutions we have achieved important milestones since
our establishment in 2009. Milestones of the SIP platform:
2011:

The Societal Impact of Pain: A Road Map for
Action

2014:

Informal Health Conclusions produced under the
Italian Presidency

4.		impact of pain on the society

2016:

8 Policy Recommendations: Time for Action

5.		health economic models of pain

2016:

Launch of first SIP National Platform in Malta

6.		light house projects (“best practices”)

2017:

SIP 2017 Policy Recommendations

2018:

SIP Position Paper of the 9th EU Framework
Program (FP9)

2018:

Launch of SIP Belgium, France, Netherlands,
Portugal and Spain

1.		costs related to pain
2.		prevalence & epidemiology of pain
3.		evidence in pain therapy from a societal perspective

We have kept our priorities straight and adapted them
slightly over the years to the needs of the society.
Therefore, in 2018 we have focused on only four key
priorities as described in the SIP Joint Statement which has
been produced under the Thematic Network program of
the EU Health Policy platform
1. Pain as a healthcare indicator
2. Pain in employment
3. Pain research
4. Pain education

2018/19: Joint Statement of the SIP Thematic Network on
the EU Health Policy Platform
2019:

Start of SIP collaboration with CHRODIS+

How has communication changed
since 2009 until now?
In the past years the ways of communication have
significantly changed. In 2009, we have started to share
experiences and best practices in meetings. Now in 2019,
digital channels drive communication as well and are
important tools to reach our target groups:
• SIP website launched in 2011

2011
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• First SIP newsletter in March 2016 (now 22nd edition)

SIP website

2019

• SIP LinkedIn Group since November 2010 (SIP - “Societal
Impact of Pain”) – now more than 6000 members
• SIP Facebook page since December 2016 (@SIPPainPolicy)
– reached more than 7000 people
• SIP Twitter page since October
2016 (@SIP_PainPolicy) – more
than 25 000 impressions every
month
But we experience that face-toface interactions are still important.
Therefore, we appreciate to
announce the 7th international SIP
Symposium on November 7th in
Brussels where we will celebrate
the 10th Anniversary of the SIP
platform with our broad community. Registration link and
a program will be available soon.

The Societal Impact of Pain (SIP) initiative has achieved significant milestones
in the past 10 years but there is still a lot to be done. We want to express our
thanks to the entire SIP community for their trust and great collaboration to put
chronic pain on the political agenda and to work towards a “World Free of Pain”.
Gudula Petersen (Grünenthal) on behalf of the SIP Partners.
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