THE RELEVANCE OF PAIN IN CANCER
CARE AND REHABILITATION
DID YOU KNOW?
Pain affects many people with cancer i and pain management is important in palliative care too. ii
Pain management should be an integral part of cancer treatment. There is an increasing need to
improve cancer-related pain care policy in Europe.
Pain is a common problem in cancer survivors, especially in the first few years after treatment. iii
In the longer term, approximately 5 to 10% of survivors have chronic severe pain that interferes with
functioning.
Pain relief is of primary concern for all those with cancer. iv

IMPROVING CANCER PAIN TREATMENT WILL RESULT IN A BETTER QUALITY OF
LIFE AND WELLBEING FOR CANCER PATIENTS AND SURVIVORS.
The EU needs consistent, integrated
healthcare and social policies, that
include pain treatment as a key
component and that are designed
with contributions from all relevant
stakeholders, including the broader
healthcare community and patients.

Pain occurs in more than
70% of patients with
cancer.*v

*Pain also occurs in around 80% of
patients with advanced cancer. vi

SIP CALLS ON EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS AND THE EU INSTITUTIONS TO

RAISE AWARENESS

RAISE AWARENESS

of the medical, financial and social impact
that chronic pain and its management has
on the patients, their family, care-givers,
employers, and the healthcare system.

of the importance of prevention, diagnosis
and management of chronic pain amongst
all healthcare professionals, notably
through further education
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The scientific framework of the “Societal Impact of Pain” (SIP) platform is under the responsibility of the European Pain Federation EFIC®.
Cooperation partners for SIP 2016 are Pain Alliance Europe (PAE) and Active Citizenship Network (ACN). The pharmaceutical company Grünenthal
GmbH is responsible for funding and non-financial support (e.g. logistical support). In the past the scientific aims of the SIP symposia have been
endorsed by over 240 international and national pain advocacy groups, scientific organisations and authorities.

